Chapter 12

THE RIDOLFI PLOT

FROM over the Border came the voice of one - rare among men
- who in all these years had not succumbed to Mary's charms:
4 If ye strike not at the root, the branches that appear to be
broken will bud again, and that more quickly than men can
believe. ... Yours to command in God. John Knos with his
one foot in the grave.'

As though to confirm Knox's warning, Rome seized the
opportunity of the Northern Rebellion to issue the long-delayed
excommunication, depriving Elizabeth, with eloquent pre-
amble and opprobrious epithets, of her pretended title to the
Kingdom of England, releasing her subjects from their alle-
giance, and interdicting obedience to her laws. In some respects,
it was a pathetic revelation of Papal impotence. Philip IL and
Alva were annoyed at it, as was the Emperor, and France bluntly
refused to publish it Issued in February 1570 and not * pub-
lished' in England until May, when it was secretly fixed to the
door of the Bishop of London's palace in St PauFs Churchyard,
the Bull came when the Rebellion was already long over. But it
remained an incentive to disobedience, however English Catho-
lics strove by argument or sophistry to ignore its injunctions;
and for all Elizabeth's earnest desire to maintain her policy of
comprehension, it deepened the Protestant and militant tinge
of the government by the anger that it aroused.

The Papal Bull was only another incident emphasizing the
urgent, perplexing problem of Mary Queen of Scots. In the last
year Murray's party in Scotland had been breaking up, and
Maitland, the cleverest, had gone over to an intermediate posi-
tion, before finally deserting to Mary's side. Then, in January
1570, irreparable disaster befell them: Murray was assassinated.
Elizabeth was deeply moved. To add to her worries, Spain and
France were pressing her to restore Mary to her throne, and in